
Headteacher's Award

This week, we are delighted to have three
Headteacher Awards! Firstly, we have
awarded Charlie a Headteacher Award
for a brilliant first week back. Secondly,
Ashley for being in class all week - which
is a huge achievement! Finally, Mabel for
settling in so well since joining the school

earlier this week! Well done to all three
of our fantastic learners.
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SPRING TERM 1 - WEEK 1
Welcome Back!

We hope you all had a lovely Christmas holiday!
It’s been fantastic to see all the learners return
and hear about what they got up to over the
break. 

Mr John Jenner Snr.

Unfortunately, at the start of the Christmas
holidays, John Jenner (Snr) passed away at the
age of 86. As well as founding Magdalen Court
School with his wife Jacqueline, Mr Jenner lived
a life full of adventures and ambition! He was a
fantastic dancer, worked as a Navy Chef and
found success as a dairy farmer, a surveyor and
even a magistrate – serving on the South Devon
branch for 14 years. Aside from work, Mr Jenner
was a much-loved Husband, Father, Grandfather
and even Great Grandfather! On behalf of the
school community, we would like to send our
condolences to the Jenner family and thank
them for the huge impact that Mr and Mrs Jenner
made to Magdalen Court School throughout both
their lives.  If you would like to send your own
messages of condolence, please send them to
the office and we will pass them on to the Jenner
family.  

Jokes of the Week!

I put on a bit of weight over Christmas, so I
recently joined the gym. The yoga teacher asked
me how flexible I am - I said, I can’t do Tuesdays!

What did the old candle say to the young
candle? 

You’re too young to go out!

Thank you to George and Benji for their jokes!



Our Values 
Stars of the Week
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Respect 
&

Resilience

Health
&

Happiness

Kindness
&

Independence

This week, we are focusing on kindness. As we return from the Christmas break and welcome
new learners and new members of staff, kindness is especially important! Well done to the

learners below for their kind behaviour this week. 

Aspen
Charlotte & Mala-ann for being kind and welcoming to new learners 

Oak
Charlie for teaching and sharing skills with his peers

Henry for always being kind to everyone

Larch
Finley for being kind and helpful in class, especially with some extra tidying!

Maisie Bo. for always being kind to everyone 

Beech
Sophie for supporting others, sharing ideas and making suggestions when others are

feeling ‘stuck’

Holly
Toby for holding the door to help someone carrying a load 
Isabel, Ella, Neve & Joseph for always being kind and polite

Arthur & Thomas for positive relationships with peers 

Elm 
Kai & Jack for being kind to younger students during football games on the astro

Chestnut 
Josh for sharing his delicious brownies, made as part of his Level 1 BTEC Food, with

every member of the class. He was also inclusive out on the astro, taking the lead role to
make sure that every person got a fair chance to have a shot at the goal.

Hazel 
Beth for her positive and friendly interactions with peers and staff

Junior for his kind and mature actions this week

Ash
Jade & Phoenix for their kindness in welcoming a new student

Ruby for kindness shown to younger students 

Lime
James for supporting his peers when they were feeling anxious about returning to school 

Maple
Beth, Jasmine, Theo, Tommy, Tia & Callan for being kind and supportive to their peers
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What’s your middle name? asked by Hannah
Jayne – My Mum loves Jane Austin, the author, so I am named
Elizabeth Jayne after the two main characters in Pride and Prejudice. 

What is your favourite dog breed? asked by Toby
Dalmatian! We used to have a beautiful dalmatian dog who was
gorgeous and we loved very much, I would love to have another
dalmatian dog sometime in the future. 

Getting
to

know
you!
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Let’s get to know Liz,
who is working with
Outreach learners in

the flat!

What is your favourite colour? asked by Charlotte 
Purple – a deep dark sort of purple like Cadbury’s chocolate wrappers. 

What’s your favourite movie? asked by Izak
Pitch Perfect! I've watched it so many times I'm sure I could quote it word for word, and I
love to sing along to all the songs. 

What’s your favourite dinosaur? asked by Isabel P
I don't know a lot about dinosaurs so maybe if you see me around school then please tell
me a fact that you know. I do like the thought of a T-Rex trying to brush their teeth, I think
that would be very funny to watch! 

What‘s your favourite TV show? asked by George
I really like comedy shows, my favourites are the IT Crowd and The Big Bang Theory. 

When you were small, did you like watching Disney films? asked by Rosie
I love Disney films! I started watching them when I was very young and I still love them
now. I think my favourite Disney movie is the Hunchback of Notre Dame, but I love so
many it is hard to choose. 
 

Where is your dream holiday spot? asked by Theo 
Quite a few years ago I went to Iceland on holiday to see the Northern Lights – it was
absolutely amazing! I would love to go back in the summertime one year to see the
volcano and more of the island. 

What’s your favourite state of America? asked by Joseph
I have never been to America, but I would like to go. I think I would choose to go to
Yellowstone National Park which is mostly in Wyoming. 
 

What made you want to work at Magdalen Court? asked by Arthur 
When I came to look around the school I chatted with a few of the staff team and a few
students, and everyone was positive and happy. I really like working somewhere where
everyone is cheerful. 



Food Tech

We’ve had a very productive week in the Food Tech department. Larch & Oak class
completed some work on Health & Safety rules in the kitchen and then completed
a product analysis for different cereal bars. Beech class have also updated their
knowledge and understanding of Food Hygiene and completed a bread taste
testing. Year 9 learners in Elm, Holly and Chestnut also recapped some H&S and
then completed their lessons with making some antipasti; sliced melon with salami
and a classic tomato and mozzarella. Year 10 learners in Chestnut, Ash and Hazel
have practiced their chosen recipes, selecting the ingredients and developing
home cooking skills. Year 11 learners in Maple and Lime have either just started
their assessment process which will run up until the Easter break or have been
following the Level 1 curriculum, with a H&S recap and will now do Bella Italia
inspired recipes this term.
 

Learners in Larch and Aspen this term will be working through sweet and savoury
snacks, reinforcing skills learned last term and will make pizza toast next week.
Learners in Oak class are also developing cooking skills making snack/light bites,
starting with baked eggs. Beech class are going to be doing some research and
development on different types of pizza this term, but will start with making
macaroni cheese next week. Learners in Elm, Holly and Chestnut (year 9) & newer
learners in year 10 in Ash and Hazel will continue following the BTEC Level 1
curriculum and will enjoy making bread based pizza next week. Most learners in
Ash and Hazel will complete a power point presentation next evidencing their
learning from practicing their chosen recipes. Learners in Maple and Lime will
begin making their chosen recipes or follow the Bella Italia curriculum at Level 1.
Level 2 learners are making homemade pesto next week.
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Morning registration

Please note, the registers open at 9:00 every morning. Whilst we appreciate that
traffic issues can occur, we would appreciate it if every effort could be made for
the learners to arrive on time. The gate is open, staffed by Grace and Jason, from
08:50 to 09:10. 

Parent Portal 

On Monday, we are moving over to use the Arbor Parent Portal! Mel will be
sending out login details on Monday - please check your inbox, as well as your
junk/spam folders to find the relevant login information. Mel will also be sending
out a useful guide of how to use the portal, but please let us know if you require
any further assistance. 
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Calling all artists!

We are so excited to announce that this year,
Magdalen Court will be taking in the Royal Academy
Young Artists competition! The Royal Academy is a
prestigious gallery in London and, this year, they are
asking students aged 4-19 to enter their artwork
online to their Young Artists’ Summer Show. If
selected, their pieces could be exhibited on the
Royal Academy website or even in the gallery itself! 

The Royal Academy say ‘There is no theme and
artists aged 4-19 can submit a wide range of works
which may include drawing, painting, printing,
photography, sculpture, textile, fashion, animation,
video, or surprise us! 

Judges are looking for imagination, originality and
skill. Although many great artists ‘copy’ in creative
ways, artworks that closely or identically reproduce
another artist’s work or ideas won’t be selected.
Please avoid making art with known comic, book
illustration or animated characters or submitting
the same artwork again year on year. We also do
not accept AI-generated works’. 

The deadline is the 27th March 2024 at 5pm. If you
have any questions, or would like to find out more -
please ask Grace in Willow! Alternatively, please
email gplant@magdalencourt.org 

Newspapers required!

This term in craft club, the learners will have the chance to work on paper
mache creations! Therefore, we would really appreciate any donations of
newspapers that you might have. We appreciate that not as many people buy
physical newspapers these days, so donations of any size would be very
helpful! 



Next Week

Please find the schedule for week 2 of the spring term! The schedule is also
available on the website and social media.  

Sa f e g u a r d i n g

T h i s  w e e k ,  o u r  s a f e g u a r d i n g  f o c u s  i s  T i k  T o k  -  a  h u g e l y  p o p u l a r
a p p  a m o n g  o u r  l e a r n e r s  a n d  m o s t  y o u n g  p e o p l e !  T i k  T o k  i s  a

v i d e o  s h a r i n g  p l a t f o r m ,  w h e r e  u s e r s  c a n  u p l o a d  a n d  s h a r e  s h o r t
v i d e o s  a b o u t  p r a c t i c a l l y  a n y t h i n g !  A s  w i t h  m o s t  s o c i a l  m e d i a ,

t h e r e  i s  a  r i s k  o f  v i e w i n g  i n a p p r o p r i a t e  c o n t e n t  a n d  e v e n  f i n d i n g
s p e n d i n g  t i m e  o n  t h e  w e b s i t e  o n  a d d i c t i v e .  

I f  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  a n y  s u p p o r t  w i t h  t h i s ,  o r  w i t h  a n y  o f  o u r
s a f e g u a r d i n g  t o p i c s ,  p l e a s e  r e a c h  o u t  t o  J a n e  o r  G r a c e .  
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